V26121 Long case clock

1800-1850

h 215, w 50, d 31

Signed on dial 'F.T. van der Woerd. Leiden'

By F.T. van der Woerd, Leiden
This clock seems to be a one-off; I know of no other Van der Woerd clock. The difference in quality (compare with the simple paper dial and elaborate compensation pendulum) makes it likely that the clock was made out of separate ready-made parts. 

The movement is covered by a brown oak case with glass windows for the dial and pendulum. The dial is printed on paper and covered with a glass plate. The three hands indicate hours (I-XII), minutes and seconds (both divided in 60 parts). 

The pendulum controls the weight-driven pinwheel escapement with going and striking trains each with five wheels, by way of a crutch. Duration is one day and striking occurs every half hour. The maintaining power uses a Huygens cord.

The eye-catcher of the clock is a Harrison Gridiron pendulum, which has a knife edge suspension. It has five steel and four brass bars for temperature compensation, which is obtained by the different expansion coefficients of the metals. The compensation can be fine tuned with a screw just above the brass covered lead bob. A temperature scale in degrees Fahrenheit (100-10, divided in 100 and the words 'warm-matig-koud') is fixed in the middle of the pendulum. The indicator is a metal pin 75 cm in length regulated from the top of the compensation pendulum.

Hans Hooijmaijers, July 2005
